Probability Lesson Plan

MN Standards:  
3.4.1.1 Collect, display and interpret data using frequency tables, bar graphs and number line plots having a variety of scales. Use appropriate titles, labels and units. 
Objectives:
· Students will learn the meanings of the following terms: certain, likely, unlikely and impossible. 
· Students will categorize Skittles as certain, likely, unlikely and impossible. 

Launch  

1. Write on the chalkboard, whiteboard or SMART Board: Taste the Rainbow. 
2. Ask the students, “What has this for its slogan?”

a. Hopefully they reply with Skittles. 

3. We will be learning probability terms using Skittles! 

Explore:

1. Pass out the Skittles and the Skittles worksheet.  (found at http://shenanigansinsecond.blogspot.com/2012/01/skittles-probability-freebies.html).
2. Have students open skittles and draw the picture of what is in their skittles bag.

3. Review terms: certain, likely, unlikely, impossible

4. Students will write complete sentences to explain events that are certain, likely, unlikely and impossible. 

5. On the back of the worksheet, students will answer the following questions:

a. How did you know which one was certain?

b. How did you know which one was impossible?

c. How did you determine which one was likely?

Summarize:


We learned the terms that are associated with probability. 
Apply: 

1. Ask students: 

a. Where would you need to see if something was certain, likely, unlikely or impossible in the real world? 
2. What would happen if we put two bags of Skittles together? Would that change which items are certain, likely, unlikely or impossible? Let’s see!
